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A citizen is, most simply, 

a member of a political community, 

entitled to whatever prerogatives

and encumbered with whatever responsibilities

are attached to membership.  

– M. Walzer



SOCIAL C O H E S I O N

•Cohesive citizenry – Not Automatic
•Developmental Process
•Nurtured via practices in public settings
•Public (Collective) Action

•Processes
•Identification with one’s community 
•Self-Interest realized in Common Good
•Interdependence of Fate and Goals
•Collective Action and Efficacy
•Bridging Differences 



Place-based 
Stewardship Education

Respects the importance of 

local place and a community’s 
unique environmental context as 
foundation for learning. 

Three core practices:

• School-community 
PARTNERSHIPS

• COLLECTIVE learning and action 
on LOCAL environmental issues 

• PUBLIC presentations of students’ 
work



Great Lakes

Stewardship Initiative
leadership

expertise

support



Participants

Classes in rural, urban and 
suClasses in rural, urban and 
suburban communities in 
Michigan

Ethnically diverse from low-
and middle- income families

3th-12th grade students (8-18 
year olds)
burban communities in 
Michigan





E N V I R O N M E N TA L  C O M M O N S
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INTERSECTION WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE



THE TRAGEDY OF THE 
COMMONS



CHALLENGING T H E  T R AG E DY

“There is no reason to 
believe that bureaucrats 
and politicians, no matter 
how well meaning, are 
better at solving 
problems than the people 
on the spot, who have the 
strongest incentive to get 
the solution right.”
— Elinor Ostrom
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CHALLENGING THE TRAGEDY

Citizens are effectively told that they 
should be passive observers in the 
process of design and implementation of 
effective public policy. The role of 
citizenship is reduced to voting every 
few years between competing teams of 
political leaders. Citizens are then 
supposed to sit back and leave the 
driving of the political system to the 
experts hired by these political leaders.
— Elinor Ostrom





For Urban Youth 

•Build Awareness: 

•Nature is part of urban ecology 

•Quality of life in urban community depends on health of natural 
environment 

•Human impact can have negative and positive impacts 

•Current environmental conditions are not static

•Learning can be applied to solve public problems

•Build Community Identification 

•COLLECTIVE Action – boosts confidence and efficacy



You get out of your comfort zone and not a lot of 
people like how that sounds 

but you just get out and be more part of, be more part 
of nature and that really helps; 

it just really gets you out of your own little world and 
just broadens your horizon. 

What did you learn from your work? 



I think it's important to bond with your community as well as 

doing good things with them as well. 

Doing something as a community & bring people together 
giving people a chance to bond.

I felt like I finally made a mark in my community.

What did you learn from your stewardship work? 



What did you learn from your work?

It was important for me to work and be a member of the Green 

Team because it helped me believe in my community. 

At first I really didn't care about my surrounding but working 

with the Green Team made me realize I need to do something 

about it.

Also my community changed a lot because it looked better 

than it was before I started being in the community.



What did you learn from your work

The stewardship project changed how I see community. 

It's not just council and the mayor. 

We have to take charge of our community. 

Take care of and help little ones grow up in our community. 

You don't have to sit around and wait for the big man to come around. 

We can do it. 

Don’t just go to people with power, go to the citizens. 

The more citizens, the people are together, the more power we have. 
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CONSTRUCT: COMMUNITY ATTACHMENT

What did you learn from your project?

Getting people together and making a group would 
make the community cleaner and stand out more… 

Detroit will grow back again [and that’s important] 
because I’ve lived here most of my life and it’s part of 
me.



CONSTRUCT: COLLECTIVE ACTION

What did you learn from your stewardship project?

I never could do this by myself, groups are better. 

Everyone should do it!

It motivates people. If people see what you do, they will come 

together- family, relatives, etc., come together. 



TASK INTERDEPENDENCE
• Groups exist when individuals realize their own fate depends on the fate 

of the group

• Interdependence of goals

•Developed when the group’s task requires dependence on other 
members for success

•Leads to the development of collective efficacy and requires the 
bridging of difference

Lewin, K. (1948) Resolving social conflicts; selected papers on group dynamics.



What did you learn from your stewardship project?

Of course, being in a group or a team you don’t like all the people at 
first. 

You’re going to have some issues, some problems, some obstacles

but, you know, at the end of the day you’re all trying to do one thing 

That’s make this school, this environment better, so, you know,

you better kick your problems to the side and get your stuff done.



Change in Pre- to Post- Scales: 
Urban Stewardship Projects (2016-2017)
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Civic Capacity Scale
(n=286)

Bridging Differences Scale
(n=299)

Community Outreach/Action Scale
(n=299)
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Change in Pre- to Post- Items: Urban Place-Based 
Stewardship Projects (2016-2017)

2,5 3 3,5 4

I would like a job that uses science.

If we are going to fix the environment we may
need to work with people we disagree with.

I could work with people who disagree with me
to address an issue.

I talk to people in my family about
environmental issues.

Level of Agreement with the Statement

Mean-Pre

Mean-Post

29



APPROACHES TO CITIZEN SCIENCE
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Identification of Finite Resources Score
(n=295)
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Science Knowledge Items: Urban Place-Based Stewardship 
Projects (2016-2017)



AWARENESS OF INTERDEPENDENCE

All ethics evolved so far 
rest upon a single 
premise: that the 
individual is a member 
of a community of 
interdependent parts” 
(Leopold, 1948, p. 204).



“The issue at the heart 
of democracy is not 

the making of 
decisions, but rather…

the authorship
of decisions, that is, 

who gets to decide.” 

– Robert Post, 
Dean, Yale Law School




